increase in the proportion of lithic fragments along the Yalu River, from ~40% to ~60% over a distance of ~600 km. This may be attributed to the combined effect of an eastward increase in the topographic relief and an eastward increase in annual precipitation across the Yalu River drainage basin. Quantitative comparison of zircon populations along different segments of the Yalu River against those of Neogene sediments from the eastern Himalayan foreland supports a previous proposal that the Yalu River once flowed directly over the eastern Himalaya via the Subansiri River without going through its eastern syntaxis. The shortcut event appears to have been transient, as it is only recorded in specific stratigraphic horizons of foreland sediments. Initial fieldwork along the SiqunamaSubansiri river valley revealed a sequence of fluvial/glaciofluvial valley-fill sediments and three levels of terraces preserved along the river valley, especially the Qiongduojiang basin. Geomorphic and sedimentological results support combined tectonic damming and climatic changes caused temporary diversion of the Yalu River via the Siqunama-Subansiri Rivers during the Last Glacial Maximum. 
